
How are Ecosystem-Based Management (EBM) and Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) Similar?  

Center for Coastal Marine SciencesSan Luis Obispo Science and Ecosystem Alliance 

SLOSEA 

Dean E. Wendt, Ph.D., SLOSEA Director 
Associate Professor, Center for Coastal Marine Sciences  

Cal Poly State University 

October 31, 2009 

MPA Outreach and Education | 31 October 2009 



Center for Coastal Marine SciencesSan Luis Obispo Science and Ecosystem Alliance 

SLOSEA MPA Outreach and Education | 31 October 2009 

Joint Oceans Commission Featured SLOSEA 
New Book on EBM for the Oceans 
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EBM is process and approach to management of marine resources 

MPAs are a tool for regulating a specific activities 
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•  Consider Social and Ecological Interac2ons and 
Dynamics 

•  Conserve, Protect and Restore Ecosystem Services 
•  Integrate Jurisdic2ons 
•  Place‐Based 
•  Involve Stakeholders in Governance 
•  Research, Monitor, Adap2vely Manage 
•  Manage Using Precau2onary Principle 
•  Consider Tradeoffs and Cumula2ve Impacts 

Key Elements of Ecosystem‐Based Management 
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Global Cumulative Impact Scores 

Halpern et al. 2008 
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Halpern et al. 2009 
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EBM is an approach to management of marine resources and 

MPAs are a tool that work to achieve management goals under specific 
circumstances 


