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Marine Protected Areas:  
Part of the Solution 



Public Support 



Marine Protected Areas  
around the World 



Protecting Habitat 



Protecting the Food Chain 



Reserve Effects 



California’s Marine Life Protection Act 

• State law passed in 1999 

• Mandates a statewide network of marine 
protected areas (MPAs) 

• Purpose: ecosystem protection and habitat 
representation 

•  Reform 103 existing state MPAs: postage 
stamp reserves and paper parks 



Statutory Requirements 

1. To protect the natural diversity and function of marine 
ecosystems. 

2. To help sustain and restore marine life populations. 
3. To improve recreational, educational and study 

opportunities in areas with minimal human disturbance. 
4. To protect representative and unique marine life 

habitats. 
5. Clear objectives, effective management, adequate 

enforcement, sound science. 
6. To ensure MPAs are designed and managed as a 

network. 

Goals of the MLPA: 



• State Marine Reserve (SMR): no take 

• State Marine Park (SMP): allows or limits some 
recreational take; no commercial take 

• State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA): allows or 
limits selected recreational and/or commercial take 

Three Primary MPA 
Designations: 

  Marine Protected Areas in CA 
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Timeline Since Enactment: 
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The Marine Life Protection Act  
Initiative 



MLPA Subregions  

        5 Subregions: 

1. Central Coast 
2. North Central Coast 
3. South Coast 
4. North Coast 
5. San Francisco Bay 1 
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The Marine Life Protection Act  
Initiative 



Regional Stakeholder Group 



Science Guidelines: 

=  big enough 

=  deep enough 

=  close enough together 



Feasibility and Enforcement  
Guidelines 



MPA Regional Network 
Adopted  

 April 2007 and Implemented 
September 2007: 

• 29 MPAs (18% of study 
region) 

  *15 state marine reserves 
(8%) 

*11 state marine 
conservation areas 
*2 state marine park  

*1 state marine rec mgmt 
area 

Central Coast Subregion  



Carmel Bay and Point Lobos 



Carmel Bay and Point Lobos MPAs 



Ecological Data 



Point Lobos MPAs 

Carmel Pinnacles SMR 

Carmel Bay 
SMCA 



    

California Recreational Fisheries 
Survey – 2004 (Source DFG)   

Market Squid Catch Data –  
2000-2005 (Source DFG) 

Fishing Data 



Alternatives 



Media 



Education and Outreach 



“Preferred” Alternative: 

• 22 MPAs (20% of study 
region) 

*11 state marine reserves      
(11%) 

*9 state marine 
conservation areas 

*2 state marine parks  
*2 state marine recreational 

management areas  
*6 special closures 

• MPA network expected to 
be adopted August 2009 

North Central Coast 
Subregion 




